State of Texas Licensure Requirements

Information on licensure requirements is available at the board's website under Board Rules Section 185.4 at http://www.tsbme.state.tx.us/rules/185.htm  
How to Apply for Texas Licensure

Send a request, along with a $20 check or money order made out to TSBME to:

Texas State Board of Physician Assistant Examiners, MC-232, P.O. Box 2018

Austin, TX 78768-2018.  Include full name, address, date of birth, and social security number.  The application packet includes: application forms, an oath form, photo/fingerprint cards, graduation/NCCPA verification forms, licensure/registration verification requests to other states, a checklist for completing the application and answers to frequently asked questions.

Application Processing Fee ($200.00)
A non-refundable application-processing fee of $200 should be included when you submit the application.  It will take approximately 60-90 days after the TSBPAE receives the application and the processing fee to complete the processing.  After the board receives the application, you will be notified in writing regarding the processing status of your application for licensure.  Please be sure to notify the board of any changes in your mailing address.

Temporary License

TSBPAE meets and grants permanent license four times per year. A temporary license may be issued prior to the meeting of the PA Board upon completion of application process.  A temporary license may be issued to a new graduate when the board is notified that the PA is scheduled to sit for the NCCPA examination and the licensure file is complete, except for NCCPA scores.  (NOTE:  A temporary is issued at the discretion of the executive director of the board).

Temporary License Processing Fee ($50.00)

There is a processing fee of $50 for a temporary license.  This fee must be paid in addition to the application-processing fee of $200.

Renewal of License

The renewal of licensure requires each PA to obtain forty hours of CME each year, during the time period of your licensure and renewal date of your permit.  At least 20 hours of the CME requirements must be in category I approved by the AAPA.  You must maintain a record of certificates or documents of Category I CME obtained.  For Category II hours you must keep a record of certificates, documents, or written record of journal reading, lectures, etc.  The Texas State Board of Physician Assistant Examiners will periodically audit CME records.  For information regarding annual registration please contact the permits division of TSBME at (512) 305-7024.

Identification


A PAs license must be available for inspection at his/her primary place of employment. PAs must wear a nametag identifying themselves as physician assistants.

What are the laws or rules concerning a PA’s scope of practice?

Board Rules 185.11.  Physician Assistant Scope of Practice.  The physician assistant shall provide, within the education, training, and experience of the physician assistant, medical services that are delegated by the supervising physician. The activities listed in paragraphs (1)‑(9) of this subsection may be performed in any place authorized by a supervising physician, including, but not limited to a clinic, hospital, ambulatory surgical center, patient home, nursing home, or other institutional setting.  Medical services provided by a physician assistant may include, but are not limited to:

(1)
obtaining patient histories and performing physical examinations;

(2)
ordering and/or performing diagnostic and therapeutic procedures;

(3)
formulating a working diagnosis;

(4)
developing and implementing a treatment plan;

(5)
monitoring the effectiveness of therapeutic interventions;

(6)
assisting at surgery;

(7)
offering counseling and education to meet patient needs;

(8)
requesting, receiving, and signing for the receipt of pharmaceutical sample prescription medications and distributing the samples to patients in a specific practice setting where the physician assistant is authorized to prescribe pharmaceutical medications and sign prescription drug orders at a site, as provided by the Medical Practice Act, Texas Civil Statutes, Article 4495b, sections 3.06(d)(5) and (6), and its subsequent amendments, or as otherwise authorized by this Act or board rule;

(9)
the signing or completion of a prescription as provided by the Medical Practice Act, Texas Civil Statutes, Article 4495b, sections 3.06(d)(5) and (6); and

(10) 
making appropriate referrals.

185.12.  Tasks Not Permitted to be Delegated to a Physician Assistant.  Except at sites designated by the Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 157.052, 157.053, and 157.054, the supervising physician shall not allow a physician assistant to prescribe or supply medication.

Prescriptions


PAs in Texas practice with protocols or standing delegation orders, which may include the carrying out or signing of a prescription drug order.  The protocols or standing delegation orders are developed by the supervising physician and the PA relative to the practice setting where the PA practices and the individual PA's level of competence.

The protocols/standing delegation orders may include the option of carrying out a prescription drug order - that is, the PA completes a drug order by co-signing a prescription blank previously signed by the supervising physician. Alternatively, there is a provision for the supervising physician to delegate the signing of a prescription to the PA and this method does not require a co-signature by the supervising physician. Both methods require the supervising physician to submit a form to the TSBPAE notifying the board of prescriptive delegation to the PA. Only dangerous drugs may be prescribed by PAs in Texas. Texas PA's may not write prescriptions for "controlled" or "scheduled" substances under either prescriptive method(s).

What is a controlled or scheduled drug?
A controlled or scheduled drug is one whose use and distribution is tightly controlled because of its abuse potential or risk. Controlled drugs are rated in order of their abuse risk and placed in Schedules by the Federal Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA). The drugs with the highest abuse potential are placed in Schedule I and those with the lowest abuse potential are in Schedule V. The Schedules and some examples of drugs in these Schedules are as follows: 
Schedule I — drugs with a high abuse risk. These drugs have NO safe, accepted medical use in the United States. 
Some examples are heroin, marijuana, and LSD. 
Schedule II — drugs with a high abuse risk but also have safe and accepted medical uses in the United States. These drugs can cause severe psychological or physical dependence. Schedule II drugs include certain narcotic, stimulant, and depressant drugs. 
Some examples are morphine, cocaine, oxycodone (Percodan®), methylphenidate (Ritalin®), and dextroamphetamine (Dexedrine®). 
Schedule III-V — drugs with an abuse risk less than Schedule II. These drugs also have safe and accepted medical uses in the United States. Schedule III-V drugs include those containing smaller amounts of certain narcotic and non-narcotic drugs, anti-anxiety drugs, tranquilizers, sedatives, stimulants, and non-narcotic analgesics.  Some examples are acetaminophen with codeine (Tylenol® No.3), paregoric, hydrocodone (Vicodin®), diazepam (Valium®), alprazolam (Xanax®), dextropropoxyphene (Darvocet®), and pentazocine (Talwin®). 

Why can’t a PA call in a prescription to a pharmacy?
Current pharmacy law only allows a PA (or any other ancillary staff member) to call in a

prescription when they have received a direct verbal order from a physician to do so.  The

PA is then considered the designated agent of the physician.  Pharmacies will not accept a 

call-in that originates from the PA, as pharmacy law recognizes PA’s as delegates, and as 

such they lack the requisite authority.

Frequently Asked Questions

The Texas State Board of Physician Assistant Examiners FAQ can be accessed at http://www.tsbme.state.tx.us/faq/paq.htm .

